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 WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the Winchendon Housing Authority was awarded a $212,790                Public Housing Modernization Grant from the Office of Public Housing                within the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.              

"This grant represents the federal government°s continued commitment                to working families and their communities by investing in local                infrastructure projects such as public housing, education, and jobs,"                Olver said.              

Each project within an application is evaluated separately for                its merit and necessity.  Therefore, the size of this grant                indicates that the Office of Public Housing considered these to                be very worthwhile projects.              

œI am proud to see HUD°s continued commitment to improving housing                for all Americans despite recent funding cuts," Olver continued.              

The grant, awarded under HUD's 1999 Comprehensive Improvement Assistance                Program, will be used for various site improvements, handicap accessibility,                roofing, new windows and other exterior repairs for eight apartment                complexes in Winchendon.              

Grants, which are awarded on a non-competitive basis to housing                authorities with less than 250 units, represents a significant portion                of the funding that Massachusetts received in FY Š99 under the housing                assistance program.             
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